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Performing Arts College

Welcome back!

We hope you found the last newsletter interesting — certainly it was great to see so many new faces at
our most recent Friends of Brockhill meeting! Thank you to everyone who attended, and there’s always
room for more (we have coffee and excellent biscuits, if you need an incentive to come along... not to
mention our meetings in the pub!) NEXT MEETING: MARCH 7, 6PM, MANSION

You've probably noticed Brockhill in the news recently, with BBC TV South East covering the state of our
buildings and a response from Kent County Council, along with BBC Radio Kent finding out about our GO
(Great Outdoors) lessons for Y7 and Y8 students. It's good to see the local media covering positive sto-
ries about teenagers — and Brockhill students were the stars!

STARTING TO SPEND

Just over a year into the new Friends of Brockhill, and things are looking good — we have about £1000 in the
bank available to spend, so we are asking staff to submit their requests for items which will enhance and
improve students’ learning. At this stage, we’re not looking to fund a major project, but to provide some of
the items students need for their studies which the budget might not allow, so we’ve agreed a maximum of
£100 for each request, and are hoping for responses from all departments of the school. All requests will be
considered at Friends of Brockhill meetings, and we’ll let you know what you and your donations have
bought in future newsletters.

CALLING CORPORATE TYPES!

If you work for a major employer, anyone from Abbey National to Waitrose, it’s worth asking at work about
Match Funding — this is a scheme where big companies will match donations to a charity (which of course
Friends of Brockhill is) — so if we raise £500, they will give us £500 on top. If you work for a firm like this,
please ask someone in Personnel or Human Resources if this is something that Friends of Brockhill could bene-
fit from, and if so let us know.

We’'re also applying to Waitrose in Hythe to take part in their ‘green token’ collection scheme, but there’s a
very long waiting list — bear with us on this one!

GETTING IN TOUCH WITH FRIENDS OF BROCKHILL

We would really like your comments and ideas on how we can help improve our school, whether in terms of
activities or projects we should fundraise for, or questions for Parent Voice. The easiest way to get in touch
is to email us at friends@brockhill.kent.sch.uk. Otherwise, please phone the main school switchboard -
01303 265521 - and leave a message which will be passed on to one of the core committee, or you can write
to us at PTA Friends of Brockhill, 1 Garden Cottages, BPPAC, Sandling Road, Saltwood, Kent CT21 4HL.

INTERNET SAFETY AND YOUR CHILD - ARE YOU UP TO DATE?

Because we don’t think Friends of Brockhill should be about asking you for money all the time, we are planning a
series of FREE evening events for parents/carers which we hope will be interesting, thought-provoking, informa-
tive and helpful.

We're starting with “Internet Safety and Your Teenager” on March 14, 6.45 for 7pm in the Peter Catmull Thea-
tre. John Black, BPPAC’s Assistant Head Teacher, will give a 30 minute presentation designed to help you under-
stand the risks the internet and social networking can present, along with some practical ideas on what you can
do to make sure your teenager is safe and remains so. There’ll also be an opportunity to ask questions after-
wards if you have specific issues you want to raise.
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CLICK AND RAISE MONEY FOR FRIENDS OF BROCKHILL

Watch out on the BPPAC website, because soon we’ll be adding an option to click onto popular web-
sites like Amazon, Tesco and so on and for every click Friends of Brockhill will receive a donation. This
is a proven fund-raiser for schools all over the country, and it takes no time or effort at all. You can go
via this link www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/school details page.php?ben id=57753, or click the button
on the BPPAC home page — and don’t forget to ask friends and family to do the same.

A parent at another school has this to say: “How is it free? When you buy online via TheGivingMachine,
a sales commission is received from the participating shop. 75% of this is converted into a donation on
your behalf and sent to your school’s PTFA. 25% is retained to contribute to costs of maintaining the
website and distributing donations. Last year | gave £155 in cash donations to my daughter's school.
Why wouldn't | when it cost me nothing personally?”

Powerful stuff — if only half BPPAC’s parents/carers did the same thing, we could have £90,000 in just
one year to help support our children’s learning and enjoyment of school life with no effort at all!! So
please get clicking, not forgetting to nominate Friends of Brockhill as your chosen charity. Or, why not
make the BPPAC website your homepage, so you won’t forget to click and raise money!

The website has also just been redesigned and updated, and is now looking great, and a fantastic
source of information for all school-related enquiries. Visit www.brockhill.kent.sch.uk.

PARENT VOICE WHAT’S COMING UP — DIARY DATES

Last issue we asked you to let us know any ques- Mar 7—Next FOB meeting, 6pm, Mansion
tions or issues, and promised to come back with Mar 14 — Safety on the Internet — a talk for par-
answers. Here’s the first round of feedback: ents/carers by John Black, Peter Catmull Thea-
Q: “If the bus is late, do students get a late mark?” tre, 6.45 for 7pm. Free to all, refreshments

A: No, because staff are well aware when and available. Please email

which buses are late. cmcabe@brockhill.kent.sch.uk to confirm if

you’d like to come along — it would be helpful if

Q: “Why are the new contact books so small?” _
we can work out numbers in advance!

A: The new A5 size, introduced in September

2010, was chosen because it fits into school bags Date tbc — Quiz Night, Peter Catmull Theatre,
(especially handbags!) better — staff found that 6.30 for 7pm — book your table in advance via
many students ‘forgot’ the larger ones because cmcabe@brockhill.kent.sch.uk because demand
they were too big. is always high and numbers limited!

Q: “My child says he doesn’t have any homework Jun 25 - Boot Fair, Top Field, 7am-12noon. £10
—is this true?” per boot, 50p parking per visiting car. Refresh-
A: Absolutely not — the school website has a list ments available. Book your place in advance by
of what homework is given when to each year emailing cmcabe@brockhill.kent.sch.uk

group, so worth checking!

Q: “Can | have my child’s tutor’s email address?”
A: School has a principle of not giving out individ-

ual email addresses, but if you email of- EARLY APPLAUSE FOR FRIENDS OF BROCKHILL!
fice@brockhill.kent.sch.uk, and put the name of A recent ‘mock Ofsted’ inspection at Brockhill
the member of staff you want to contact in the highlighted the excellence of staff, the impecca-
subject line it will be sent on immediately, and you ble behaviour of students — and our involvement
can expect to hear back shortly. Alternatively of with the local community and the support
course you can phone — 01303 265521. Friends of Brockhill provides! Sincere thanks to
If there’s anything else that’s bugging you, don’t everyone involved with Friends of Brockhill, and
forget you can contact Friends of Brockhill at congratulations to staff and students

friends@brockhill.co.uk, or phone 01303 265521
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