
 

International Link between Brockhill Park Performing Arts College & the Maldives Whale 
Shark Research programme 

Conservation has taken on a new meaning at Brockhill Park Performing Arts College since A 
Level Biology students were invited to work with the Maldives Whale Shark Research 
Programme (MWSRP) and link with a school in the South Ari Atoll region of the Maldives.  

The relationship with Dhigurah School in the Maldives and Brockhill began when Biology 
teacher, Kerry Young, established links last May when she visited the Islands. During her visit 
she met staff and students at the local school and volunteered with the MWSRP team. Prior 
to departure Brockhill biology students had carried out fundraising activities and purchased 
a microscope for the school as a gift.  

Two year 12 students, Kirsten Kleinschmidt & Scott Harding, were lucky enough to see the 
microscope in action when they visited Dhigurah during February this year. The short visit 
was funded by British Airways and Diva Resorts as part of a BBC filming project for 
CŀǎǘΥ¢ǊŀŎƪΣ Ψŀ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 
to meet with the incredibly friendly and hospitable people of Dhigurah Island as well as 
experience the conservation efforts taking place as part of the Marine Protected Area 
recently established by the MWSRP.  

Students were not lucky enough to encounter any whale sharks, the largest fish on our 
planet, during this visit, but are planning a longer return trip soon. This will allow them the 
opportunity to work further with the MWSRP where they hope to assist in the continuing 
research the team are carrying out. Each encounter with a whale shark is recorded by the 
team. Simple data including size, sex, location and behaviour are noted in conjunction with 
photo-identification techniques. Because each whale shark has a unique pattern of lines and 
spots, it is possible to identify individual sharks by using a computer software process similar 
to fingerprint matching. Data is shared with other projects running simultaneously across 
ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻōŜΦ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊƪΩǎ ŜŎƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ 
necessary conservation to ensure the species survival.  

Students are also planning to take on the role of teacher to help enhance English language 
skills at Dhigurah School. Although Dhivehi is the national language, many examinations take 
place in English and is a useful skill for the tourism industry, the main employment sector in 
the country. For our students, the ability to develop and enhance a variety of inter-personal 
skills such as self esteem, confidence and communication will benefit them immensely. The 
opportunity to develop these links with Dhigurah School enhances internationalism and the 
global dimension at Brockhill Park Performing Arts College. Already humanities studies are 
using the project as a case study for their coursework.  

There are plans in the future to invite staff and students from Dhigurah to Brockhill. We 
hope they will experience a range of activities and sites that will allow them to develop their 
English skills but to also broaden their academic horizons.  

Kerry Young 

kyoung@brockhill.kent.sch.uk 
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